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based ESDs excluding tobacco- or menthol-flavored products.  Other flavored and menthol-1 

flavored ESDs used by youth including disposable, refillable, and e-liquids are not part of the 2 

priority.  None of the ESDs on the market now have gone through premarket authorization to 3 

determine public health risks and benefits to the population as a whole, including whether non-4 

tobacco users will start using the new products.11 5 

The DOH supports this measure as both a health and social justice issue to protect the 6 

next generation from lifelong addiction to tobacco use. 7 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 8 

 
11 U.S. Department of Human Services, FDA, Center for Tobacco Products, Enforcement Priorities for Electronic Nicotine 

Delivery Systems (ENDS) and Other Deemed Products on the Market Without Premarket Authorization, Guidance for the 
Industry, January 2020, FDA-2019-D-0661:  https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-
documents/enforcement-priorities-electronic-nicotine-delivery-system-ends-and-other-deemed-products-market 

https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/enforcement-priorities-electronic-nicotine-delivery-system-ends-and-other-deemed-products-market
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/enforcement-priorities-electronic-nicotine-delivery-system-ends-and-other-deemed-products-market
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SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2020 3:41:01 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Victor K. Ramos 
Testifying for Maui 
Police Department 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  







SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2020 9:23:10 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

amy agbayani 
Testifying for Filipina 

Advocacy Network FAN 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

We respectfully urge you to restric the sale of flavors that appeal to youth  to protect 
them from a lifetime of nicotine addiction. 

 





young people that they have targeted with their deadly and highly addictive product. 
Comprehensive tobacco retailer licensing policies place responsibility on retailers rather 
than young consumers. With appropriate funding and enforcement, these retailer 
licensing policies have proven more effective in reducing youth initiation of tobacco and 
nicotine. 

On behalf of the keiki and young people of Hawaii, I urge you to support this bill. 

Mahalo for your consideration and support of this important measure. 
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SB2538 SD1 Ban the Sale of Flavored Tobacco 
COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY:  

• Sen. Karl Rhoads, Chair; Sen. Jarrett Keohokalole, Vice Chair 
• Tuesday, Feb. 25th, 2020: 12:30 pm 
• Conference Room 016 

Hawaii Substance Abuse Coalition Supports SB2538 SD1:  
GOOD MORNING CHAIR, VICE CHAIR AND DISTINGUISHED COMMITTEE MEMBERS. My name is Alan Johnson. I am 
the current chair of the Hawaii Substance Abuse Coalition (HSAC), a statewide organization of over 30 non-profit alcohol and 
drug treatment and prevention agencies.  

Flavored tobacco targets youth and 95% of smokers start before legal age for smoking: 

• Given the historic rise in e-cigarettes by youth, banning the sale of flavored tobacco 
products can help to reduce the danger to children from vaping, which is a growing major 
public health concern.  

• In 2019, the prevalence of self-reported current e-cigarette use was high among US high 
school and middle school students. A cross-sectional survey conducted in 2019 that 
included 19,018 participants, the prevalence of self-reported current e-cigarette use was 
27.5% among high school students and 10.5% among middle school students with many 
current e-cigarette users reporting frequent use and most of the exclusive e-cigarette users 
reporting use of flavored e-cigarettes.  November 5, 2019; e-Cigarette Use Among Youth in the United States, 2019 
Karen A. Cullen, PhD1; Andrea S. Gentzke, PhD2; Michael D. Sawdey, PhD1; et al; https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-
abstract/2755265  

• When Congress banned flavored cigarettes in 2009, there was a correlating reduction in 
overall tobacco product use by youth of 6.1 percent. Family Smoking Prevention and 
Tobacco Control Act, passed by the United States Congress in October 2009 bans 
cigarettes with flavors other than menthol or tobacco. Courtemanche, Charles J.; Palmer, Makayla K.; 
Pesko, Michael F. (1 May 2017). "Influence of the Flavored Cigarette Ban on Adolescent Tobacco Use". American Journal of 
Preventive Medicine. 52 (5): –139–e146. doi:10.1016/j.amepre.2016.11.019. 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide testimony and are available for questions.
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SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2020 10:49:02 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Joseph Kohn MD 

Testifying for We Are 
One, Inc. - 

www.WeAreOne.cc - 
WAO 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Strongly Support SB2538 SD1 

1. 81% of youth who ever used tobacco products started with a flavored product, 
and more than half of youth smokers use menthol cigarettes.   

2. Tobacco companies are making and marketing deadly and addictive products 
that look and taste like our favorite childhood flavors, such as Hawaiian POG, 
Ono Orange Cream, and Halawa Guava. 

3. Restricting the sale of kid-friendly flavors that appeal to youth is necessary to 
protect them from a lifetime of nicotine addiction. 

www.WeAreOne.cc 

 



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2020 7:33:41 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Younghi Overly 
Testifying for aauw of 

hawaii 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

  

 



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2020 3:36:14 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Leimomi Khan Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Support ban on sales to youth in line with the intent of the bill. 

 



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2020 3:58:41 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Teddy Kim Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2020 3:56:23 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Vin Kim Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Banning flavors will not solve the issue of underage vaping. This will create a huge 
black market. 

 





cigarettes that are 'driving' the outbreak of almost 
3,000 lung illnesses" 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-7900803/CDC-drops-warning-against-
vaping-nicotine-
adults.html?fbclid=IwAR1n_hqDYRZ07tF5oMc8K_e0wLvVvh8lk4NUz5Xgjhp3w6B
Cuh7MU66Ye9I 

Here is another articles that references ecigs from the CDC. 

https://reason.org/commentary/cdc-survey-shows-flavors-arent-driving-youth-
vaping/?fbclid=IwAR051bwZRSZB4hhH2J_ld_Hqr_9SQafJRaBGrwjWND852H6Uva
znRBBfKKY 

The problem is the illegal use of ecigs which needs to be addressed with tougher laws 
or punishments. Punish those who are breaking the laws and not the law abiding citizen 
who chooses to smoke ecigs. 

Best Regards 

Sheldon Miyakado 

Register voter. 

 





SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2020 4:08:18 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Rafael Montero Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2020 4:21:41 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Naomi Muronaka Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2020 4:20:04 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

natalea mikami Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2020 4:24:46 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Garett Uyesugi Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

People dont just drink alcohol just because it tastes good. They do it for the alcohol. 
Would you make it a law that a alcoholic trying to excape being a alcoholic only drink 
beer or wiskey flavored drinks? Smokers wishing to escape smoking find satifaction in 
flavors other then tobacco. It actually works to make tobacco flavor feel repulsive so the 
desire to return to tobacco smoking is greatly diminished. 

Current historical data shows that smoking tobacco is on a downward trend and 
coincidensly the greatest leap was about when ecigs came along. Coincidence you 
say? Cancer rates have just had a huge plummet. Coincidence yet again??? 

If you do succeed in passing these kinds of anti e-cig legislation I hope you are 
honorable enough to take credit for if the tobacco smoking and cancer then suddenly 
reverses direction and goes up. 

I do totally agree that a major anti-youth access to e-cigs is needed and there is so 
many ways of doing that without killing the industry that is helping adults.  

It actually bothers me to see every year absolutely nothing about alcohol and our youth 
is ever in these legislation. Do kids not die each and every year from alcohol??? 

 



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2020 4:53:56 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Monique gunn Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2020 5:12:59 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Elizabeth Spencer Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

This is a violation of the rights of individuals and small businesses. There is no "youth 
vaping epidemic."  

 



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2020 5:25:14 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lynn Murakami-
Akatsuka 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support the passage of SB 2538, SD1.   

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

 



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2020 7:11:44 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jericho Tobin Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2020 4:53:37 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Eric Heaukulani Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2020 8:18:47 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

C. Azelski Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I support SB2538 SD1.  Thank you. 

 



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2020 8:35:29 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Hoku  Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2020 8:34:02 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ned Garcia Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2020 8:58:30 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Anthony Orozco Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2020 9:23:26 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

April Pacheco Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  





SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2020 9:53:28 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sabrina Spencer Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2020 10:12:07 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michael S. Nakasone Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2020 11:31:43 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Erin Alicia Wiggins Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2020 11:33:14 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sean Higa Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2020 11:56:25 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

HANALEI BENN Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

A Possession law Needs to be made so people of age arent affected by this and 
penalized because of others and underage. We should have the right to be able to get 
products we use. 

 



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2020 11:58:51 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michael deYcaza Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2020 11:59:07 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

pua  Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2020 12:05:40 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Alan Watanabe Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2020 12:43:44 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

DOC Testifying for Irie Hawaii  Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2020 12:46:13 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Robert Riley Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2020 12:50:43 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

LINA Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2020 3:15:40 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

austin caravalho Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2020 3:41:03 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

chance Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2020 3:48:56 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jeff Stevens Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Respect my right to like the flavors I want. 

 



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2020 4:16:59 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

dillon rellez Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose and believe that the root cause of the teen vape epidemic are the people in 
charge of the teens who vape illegally and not having enough strict possession laws. 
Adults who work and are educated about vaping should be allowed to vape flavored 
liquids. Thank you for your time.  

 





With appropriate funding and enforcement, these retailer licensing policies have proven 
more effective in reducing youth initiation of tobacco and nicotine. 

On behalf of the keiki and young people of Hawaii, I urge you to support this bill. 

Mahalo for your consideration and support of this important measure. 

  

Sincerely, 

Bryan Mih, MD, MPH, FAAP 

Pediatrician 
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SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2020 7:53:33 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jan Shishido Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

  

  

 

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=2228&year=2020


SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2020 8:25:35 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jason Park Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Strong opposition. 

 



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2020 9:20:17 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Susan Larson Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2020 10:41:35 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Brian Santiago Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

This is a real kick in the teeth for smokers that what the flavors they love and who also 
love to vote. 

 





 



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2020 11:33:02 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mark Dietrich Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



 

Testimony in Support of RE: Relating to Youth Vaping Epidemic 

Hawaii Dental Hygienists’ Association  

Feb 23, 2020 

Dear Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Keohokalole and Respected Members of the Committee 
on Judiciary: 

The Hawaii Dental Hygienists’ Association  (HDHA) strongly ​supports  Senate Bill 2538 
SD1​ which proposes to amend Chapter 302A, HRS by prohibiting the sale or distribution 
of flavored tobacco products. 

We congratulate the Legislature for introducing a measure that seeks to address the 
health dangers caused by flavored tobacco products in Hawaii. The marketing of 
flavored tobacco products, clearly targets sales to Hawaii’s youth as an initiation into 
the use of other nicotine products.  In contrast to the positive decline in combustible 
tobacco smoking, use of electronic smoking devices (ESDs), also known as vaping or 
e-cigarettes, has increased dramatically over the last decade, making ESDs and flavored 
tobacco products the most common tobacco product used among youth.  

HDHA believes that the nicotine in tobacco is clearly addictive and has been proven to 
be especially harmful to the oral health of those using it.  Current research shows a 
direct correlation between smoking and periodontal disease—an irreversible oral health 
condition. It has been shown to significantly increase the risk of tooth loss over time and 
decrease the ability for oral soft tissue to heal.  

As the largest association representing Hawaii’s licensed dental hygienists’, HDHA 
strongly ​supports​ ​SB 2538 SD1​ ​to ban the sale of flavored tobacco products in Hawaii​. 
Dental hygienists strive daily to educate patients on ways to improve their oral health, 
which includes discussing the harmful effects of smoking and tobacco related products. 
We look forward to working with lawmakers toward our common goal of increased 
health and decreased dental disease in our great State. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 

P.O. Box 23313 ♦ Honolulu, HI  96823 ♦ www.hdha.net 



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2020 2:22:33 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Chris Wells Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2020 2:37:03 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Clayton Silva Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2020 2:47:15 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Linda Revell Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

This bill puts the blame of under aged people who are breaking the law on other people 
who have had nothing to do with them breaking the law. I am offended the legislature 
would even think of a bill that takes away the rights of adult individuals and puts the 
blame of law breakers on them! Enforce the law do not hurt business and take peoples 
rights away.  

  

First a ban on flavored vape then what next? A ban on flavored alcohol? A ban on 
sweet foods? STOP IT! 

 



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2020 3:13:41 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ke Nguyen Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2020 3:37:45 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Nicholas Winters Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



 

 
 

 
 
 

 

February 23, 2020 
 
COMMITTEE ON JUCICIARY  
 

STRONG SUPPORT FOR 
SB 2538 SD1 RELATING TO THE YOUTH VAPING EPIDEMIC  

 
Aloha Committee Members, 
 
The citizens listed on the left are members of the Friends of Kamalani and Lydgate Park committee, 
and we would like to register our strong support for support prohibiting the use of flavors, including 
menthol, in ALL tobacco products (including e-cigarettes) as set forth in SB 2538 SD-1.  
 
We oppose monetary fines against youth. We do support educational alternatives. We need to hold 
the industry accountable through regulations instead of punishing youth who have fallen prey to their 
predatory marketing tactics.  
 
The Friends of Kamalani and Lydgate Park collaborated with appointed and elected officials to 
designate portions of Lydgate Beach Park as the County of KauaiÕs first tobacco-free park, and we 
believe in advancing the health and wellness of our youth by protecting them from becoming tobacco 
product addicts.  
 
Electronic smoking productsÑ especially but not limited to flavored vaping compoundsÑ  are 
pernicious devices clearly profiting the tobacco industry by addicting children to nicotine. The 
detrimental long-term public health effects of nicotine addiction is established science. Hawai!i has 
among the highest rates of middle school and high school e-cigarette use in the nation; the U.S. 
Surgeon General has declared vaping a youth epidemic.  
This is extremely concerning. Teens are particularly vulnerable to nicotine, which permanently 
impacts the developing brain.  
 
ItÕs no coincidence that the rise in youth e-cigarette use has coincided with an explosion of sweet e-
liquid flavors used to hook kids. Tobacco companies are making and marketing deadly and addictive 
products right here in HawaiÔi that look and taste like our favorite childhood flavors (Hawaiian POG, 
Ono Orange Cream, Hawaiian Sweet Rolls, and Halawa Guava). 
 
Please fulfill your allegiance to the people of Hawaii and advance SB 2538 SD-1. It is your 
responsibility to protect our youthsÕ health and wellness, not to assure the tobacco industryÕs and 
tobacco retailersÕ profits at the expense of assured life-long health degradation and quality-of-life 
impairments. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Tommy A. Noyes, General Coordinator 
The Friends of Kamalani and Lydgate Park 
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SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2020 4:21:10 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Moani Aiona Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2020 4:31:44 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jessica Chang Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

The bill should be changed to only impact those under 21. 

 



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2020 5:12:54 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kimo Cruz Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am opposing this asinine bill. We have a right to freedom of choice. 

 



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2020 5:47:27 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Alex Abe Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I'm Alex and I strongly oppose this ban. 

 



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2020 6:02:03 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

VALENTINO 
MIRANDA-KEPA 

Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. Please OPPOSE Bill SB2538 I Believe if you support BILL'S ON POSSESSION 
which means people under the age of 21 will be faced with legal action while in 
possession of any Cigarettes or Electronic Devices is the ANSWER not a BAN OR 
RAISING TAXES ON VAPING PRODUCTS. SO PLEASE OPPOSE THIS BILL. 
Thanks for your time. Valentino Miranda-Kepa 

 



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2020 6:10:27 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mark Owens Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2020 6:10:43 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

ellen benton Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2020 6:33:26 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Tim Lemke Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I'm a NON-SMOKER and a NON-VAPER and I OPPOSE THIS BILL. 

The assault on civil liberties in Hawaii is sickening! 

You guys won't deal with Hawaii's biggest problems, instead you spend all day thinking 
of new ways to deprive your constituents of their freedoms. I can't even get a damn 
bag for the stuff I bought at the store. Then you tell me what kind of drink straw I can 
have.  

This bill has nothing to do with kids, it has to do with a small group of bigots taking 
things from adults that happen to have different lifestyles than themselves. 

 



http://www.heart.org/








SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2020 7:41:54 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jenny Chan Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2020 8:20:51 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

jonah Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. Please OPPOSE Bill SB2538 I Believe if you support BILL'S ON POSSESSION 
which means people under the age of 21 will be faced with legal action while in 
possession of any Cigarettes or Electronic Devices is the ANSWER not a BAN OR 
RAISING TAXES ON VAPING PRODUCTS AND OR MAKING STIFFER PENALTIES 
SO PLEASE OPPOSE THIS BILL. 

Thanks for your time. 
Jonah Manuel 

 



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2020 8:36:32 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kathy Kim Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



Ph: (808) 446-2032 
Fax: (833) 565-3144 

PediatricTherapiesHawaii@gmail.com!
PediatricTherapiesHawaii.com 

To: Hawaii State Legislature 

Regarding: Flavor Tabacco Ban 

Position: Strong Support 

I am writing to express my strong support for a ban on all flavored tobacco products, including menthol.  I feel 

this is an important measure that needs to be taken by our community leaders to protect our keiki and their 

health.  As we all know, tobacco is highly addictive and detrimental to peopleÕs health and the flavors are what 

gets kids hooked in the first place.  Since Hawaii has one of the highest middle and high school vaping rates in 

the country, it seems obvious that immediate action needs to be taken to address this epidemic. A study found 

that e-cigarette use is a strong risk factor for eventual cigarette smoking so preventing kids from starting 

vaping should be the focus for addressing this issue.  Big tobacco argues that vaping helps adults quit smoking 

but the truth is, that for every adult that quits smoking using e-cigarettes, 81 young people will become future 

smokers, which is an unacceptable trade off. 

Banning flavor tobacco products would do so much to help keep our youth healthy. ItÕs no coincidence that the 

rise in youth e-cigarette use has coincided with an explosion of sweet e-liquid flavors used to hook kids. With 

more than 15,500 flavors, these products are being irresponsibly marketed.  Who is the industry really 

targeting with flavors like Unicorn Milk, Sour Straws, or Strawberry Watermelon Bubblegum? Flavors are 

designed to appeal to kids, while nicotine gets them hooked for life. 81% of youth who ever used tobacco 

products started with a flavored product and 97% of youth who vape say they use a flavored product. 

Please do the right thing and help protect our keiki from Big Tobacco.  Protect them from getting starting using 

tobacco products and protect them from all the health risks that come with it.  It is our job as adults, parents, 

business owners, law makers, and community leaders to do something about this issue because we can and it is 

our obligation to our youth. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Amy Peterson 

Executive Director/Physical Therapist 

Pediatric Therapy Hawaii





SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2020 8:56:22 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Joseph Keawe'aimoku 
Kaholokula 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am in strong support of SB 2538 for the following reasons: First, 81% of youth who 
ever used tobacco products started with a flavored product, and more than half of youth 
smokers use menthol cigarettes. Second, tobacco companies are making and 
marketing deadly and addictive products that look and taste like our favorite childhood 
flavors, such as Hawaiian POG, Ono Orange Cream, and Halawa Guava. Restricting 
the sale of kid-friendly flavors that appeal to youth is necessary to protect them from a 
lifetime of nicotine addiction. Mahalo nui. 

 







SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2020 9:12:43 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Chris Anton Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  









Sincerely,  

Rachel Gallardo 

Contact Info: 808-379-5383 

 





SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2020 9:37:35 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lani Hernandez Individual Oppose Yes 
 
 
Comments:  

This bill is not liberal, it's hateful and oppressive. Bills like this one are making me 
rethink a lifetime of voting Democrat. Hawaii Democrats have forgotten what "liberal" 
once represented, that being having our choice on how we want to live. 
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Present at 
Hearing 

Jennifer Vlaera Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

81% of keiki who ever used tobacco products started with a flavored product, and more 
than half of our keiki smokers use menthol cigarettes. 

The Tobacco companys are targeting our youth and making flavors that resemble 
chidhood flavors, Like appletree juice box, Pocky sticks, fruity pebbles, and so many 
more.Kids see this and tink its safe becasue it looks just like they candy , cereal, and 
juice that they have.  

Restricting the sale of kid-friendly flavors that appeal to youth is necessary to protect 
them from a lifetime of nicotine addiction. Please think about our keiki make the right 
decision to protect them and show them the way to a healthy life style. this is the future 
of Hawai'i.  
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Present at 
Hearing 

Dustin Andrews Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I'm not a child. SB2538 is total bullshit. 

 



https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2634377








Whichever side of the argument you fall on, at the very least this action should be taken. 
Yes, this decision will affect businesses and adults who choose to use tobacco, but it 
will also save the lives of children in our community. Placing this bill into law will prevent 
kids from ever getting the opportunity to try using tobacco and protects them from a 
lifetime of nicotine addiction. While it is inevitable for there to be economic 
repercussions, I believe it is a necessary sacrifice we should all be making. When it 
comes to the health of those around us, especially of those in the next generation, it is 
an issue we should take seriously. By enforcing this bill, we can be one step closer to 
ending this epidemic. 

  

Kourtney Kwok 

 



Senate Committee on Judiciary 
 

Time:  12:30 p.m. 
Date:    February 25, 2020 
Where:  Conference Room 016 

  
RE: SUPPORT FOR SB2538 SD1, RELATING TO THE YOUTH VAPING EPIDEMIC !

 
Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Keohokalole and members Gabbard, Mercado Kim and Fevella. 
 
The listed organizations are in support of SB2538 SD1 which bans the sale of flavored tobacco products and 
prohibits mislabeling, sale, or marketing as Ònicotine-freeÓ any e-liquid product that contains nicotine.  
 
Electronic cigarette use in HawaiÔi, particularly among youth, has increased rapidly in recent years. These 
products have been shown to have severe health risks, including death. The HawaiÔi State Department of Health 
has noted that flavored e-liquids may appeal directly to children and teenagers.  
 
According to the HawaiÔi State Department of Health, approximately 45 percent of high school students and 26 
percent of middle schoolers across HawaiÔi have tried e-cigarettes.  A 2018 study from the Centers for Disease 
Control identified Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander (NHPI) middle and high schoolers as having the highest 
rate of tobacco use of any race or ethnicity nationwide. E-cigarettes, which often use flavored e-liquids, were the 
product most commonly used by NHPI students.  
 
Tobacco industry documents indicate that the companies intentionally marketed flavors, especially menthol, to 
youth and other vulnerable groups. A 2013 report by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration found that menthol 
cigarettes led to increased smoking initiation among youth and young adults, greater addiction, and decreased 
success in quitting smoking. The 2008 HawaiÔi Behavior Risk Factor Surveillance System Survey found that 78 
percent of NHPI smokers use menthol cigarettes. 
 
In recognition of the growing risks flavored tobacco products pose on Hawai!iÕs people, especially our keiki, we 
urge legislature to take immediate action to address this issue. 
 
!A!ohe hana nui ke alu !ia. No task is too large when we all work together!  
 



SB-2538-SD-1 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
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Present at 
Hearing 

ASHLEY MATTOS Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  









SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2020 11:24:11 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

David Iwana Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

To: The Senate Committee 

I strongly support this bill that will ban the sale of flavored tobacco products and 
prohibits mislabeling of e-liquid products containing nicotine. Our youth are much too 
important to allow them to be mislead into obtaining and using products which may 
harm their health.  

I am active in my community and a past president of the Hawaii Kai Lions Club, an 
organization that promotes health and wellness, especially in our youth and seniors. 
Please pass this bill to ensure a bright future for our youth. 

Aloha, 
David Iwana 
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desirable. It is also important to note that the VG used by most FDA compliant 
manufacturers is USP grade. 

  

If ENDs are to blame for these recent outbreaks in severe lung injury and death, why 
after more than a decade of use, is this happening now, and only in the US? US 
manufacturers make most of the E-Liquids sold globally, if this was the case, there 
would be data. 

  

While I oppose most of this bill, I do applaud efforts to define and penalize under-age 
use and possession. If the main objective of this bill is to reduce the number of under-
age users, why destroy the entire Hawaii-based industry, and further endanger adult 
smokers by forcing them to seek nicotine from Black Market sources? 

  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

  

Paul Azuma 

Owner 

Vape Kings LLC 

ESD 2020-1815001 

1915 S. King Street 

Honolulu, HI 96826 

 



Jamil Folio!
The Man Cave!
1993 S. Kihei Rd Suite 18!
Kihei, Hawaii 96733!

To our Distinguished Legislators:!

My name is Jamil Folio, I am the Administrative Manager for ÒThe Man CaveÓ retail business in 
Kihei, Hawaii. I am a property owner, father of young children, concerned citizen and a small 
business advocate who is proud to call Maui my home. !

I am writing in STRONG support  of banning ßavored tobacco products. We sell tobacco 
products in our store , and understand the trepidation of other business owners/operators 
concerning potential lost revenue. BUT, we cannot jeopardize the health of our youth and our 
community by focusing on short term proÞt.!

An alarming number of Maui County high school students, over 30%, are currently using e-
cigarettes, while less than 5% of adults in HawaiÕi are current users. These products are 
proving to be dangerous in themselves. A good portion of them will go on to use combustible 
tobacco products, which are the leading cause of preventable death and disease in the United 
States. Children are 10 times more likely to start smoking having had exposure to vaping or e-
cigarettes in the past.!

21,000 children under the age of 18 currently living in Hawaii will die prematurely from 
smoking.  !

If you could please read the previous sentence one more time. Then consider the Þnancial cost 
associated with long term cancer and end of life care.  Any lost short term revenue from 
banning the sales of ßavored tobacco products is a minor rounding error in the long term costs  
associated with cancer for tens of thousands of HawaiiÕs citizens.!

We are not talking about the rights adults have to make informed discussions. We are talking 
about middle school children being hooked on bubble gum, cotton candy, and Pipeline POG 
ßavored addiction. And that is what is being sold: addiction. This is a tried and true campaign 
of inßuence from tobacco companies who have been marketing to children for decades (as 
proven in their own internal documents multiple times). !

In fact, the same documents show that tobacco companies have targeted minority groups like 
African Americans and Native Hawaiians even more so than other groups, which is evidenced 
by the fact that over 40% of Maui County Native Hawaiian high school students are using e-
cigarettes. If our solution is to arrest and Þne kids for being caught with these products, then 
more Native Hawaiian kids are going to end up criminalized for their addiction than other kids. 
This is a social justice issue that canÕt be ignored. DonÕt hold kids responsible for the industryÕs 
insidious manipulation. Hold the industry accountable, as they should be. !

I also ask that you be sure to include menthol in order for this to be a comprehensive ban on 
ßavored tobacco products. Menthol masks harshness, making it easier to start and harder to 
quit. Mint and menthol have historically been used to target youth and minority populations for 
the industryÕs proÞt. In fact, 78 percent of Native Hawaiian smokers smoke menthol cigarettes. 
This is a social justice issue that needs to be addressed here in Hawaii. " !



For every potential sale that would be lost, a life might be saved. So please represent your 
constituents, our community, and our island ohana by doing the right thing.  No child or adult 
needs candy ßavored cancer causing products. !

Thank you for your time.!

Jamil Folio
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February 24, 2020

TO: Chair Karl Rhoads
Vice Chair Jarrett Keohokalole
Members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary

FR: Cigar Association of America, Inc.
(William Goo)

RE: SB 2538 SD1 - Relating to the Youth Vaping Epidemic
Hearing Date:  February 25, 2020
Time:  12:30 pm

My name is William Goo.  I represent the Cigar Association of America, Inc. (CAA).

CAA opposes SB 2538 SD1 to the extent that it seeks to ban the sale of flavored tobacco
products including cigars.  The primary focus of this bill is to address the youth vaping
epidemic in Hawaii.  Cigars are primarily the choice and custom of mature, responsible and
informed adults.  Cigars are not the tobacco product of choice of Hawaii’s youth.  Any ban
on flavored tobacco products should exclude cigars.

Thank you for considering this testimony.
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sensitive; taxation can also help fund education and prevention programs 
to further deter usage.  
 
To ensure we reduce the youth vaping epidemic in the most effective and targeted 
way, we respectfully ask you to support  SB 2538 SD1 with our suggested 
amendments.  



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2020 12:35:20 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ryan Oswald Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2020 12:48:49 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Loren 
Testifying for West 
Hawaii Community 

Health Center 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

81% of youth who ever used tobacco products started with a flavored product, and more 
than half of youth smokers use menthol cigarettes 
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SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2020 12:49:08 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jake J. Watkins Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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and education programs in schools, and increased enforcement of tobacco sales 
restrictions. 

 



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2020 1:16:36 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jess Lovely Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Banning flavors will not repair the teen vaping epidemic.  People are addicted to the 
nicotine "high" not the flavors.  Banning flavors will create an unsafe black market for 
vaping products and take away healthier alternatives to traditional tobacco products for 
adults.  This will push adults back to regular tobacco products that kill 3.7 million people 
a year world wide.  This is not a solution, it is actually harmful to the general public! 
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SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2020 2:18:05 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kathleen Algire 
Testifying for Hawai`i 

Children's Action 
Network Speaks! 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

We support SB 2538 SD1 and strongly support banning the sale of flavored tobacco 
products and the use of educatioal programs and community service instead of a fine.  

Thank you. 
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SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2020 4:00:32 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michael Zehner Testifying for Hawaii 
Smokers Alliance 

Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

We are strongly opposed to this bill for the following reasons: 

1. The bill is profoundly dishonest since those constituents over the age of 21 would be 
punished by it. 

2. The bill is highly offense to the civil rights and liberties of a massive voting block that 
smokes and vapes. You as a lawmaker would NOT be fairly representing them by 
passing this bill. 

3. The bill is a revenue loser. It will incentivize people that visit Hawaii to buy their 
menthol and other flavored products before they come to Hawaii, seriously 
harming local small businesses. 

4.  It will also foster a black market via smuggling, the mail, the internet, and other 
sources. 

Sincerely, Hawaii Smokers Alliance 

www.hawaiismokersalliance.net 

 

http://www.hawaiismokersalliance.net/
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make compliance for retailers difficult. We recommend having a uniform statewide law and 
suggest deleting the following section on page 8:  
 

§712 -  __ Sale or advertising of tobacco products; remote 
retail sales; flavored; nicotine - free.  

 
[ (5) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, any 

county may adopt a rule or ordinance that places greater  

restrictions on the access to flavored tobacco products than 

provide for in this section. In the case of a conflict between 

the restrictions in  this section and any county rule or  

ordinance regarding access to flavored tobacco products, the  

more stringent restrictions shall prevail. ]  

 
Thank you for allowing HPMA the opportunity to submit written testimony on this bill. 
 



SB-2538-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2020 5:02:34 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/25/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Tammy Young Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Chris Cooper Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mark Grattan Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please stop the sale of electronic delivery systems and vaping products that contain 
flavors (including menthol).  Stop the vendors and distributors from using flavors to lure 
and addict our youngsters. 
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Testimony to Senate Committee on Judiciary 
Tuesday, February 25, 2020; 12:30 p.m. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 016 
 
 
Dear Chair Rhoads, Vice-Chair Keohokalole, and Committee Members, 
 
I strongly support SB 2538 SD1: RELATING TO THE YOUTH VAPING EPIDEMIC.  I am a registered 
dental hygienist, and every day I see patients who are tobacco/e-cigarette users. In recent years, we 
have been seeing patients who do not have a history of decay, but have started developing cavities. 
When asked about changes habits or diet, many of the patients report the use of e-cigarettes, in 
particular, flavored e-cigarettes, which contain sugar.  Many times, this is the only change, and these 
patients are experiencing decay due to the frequency of use. This is just one of the many problems 
caused by e-cigarettes. 
 
I am an aunt to seven nieces and nephews, and I do not want to see them become the next generation 
of tobacco users, because they are able to easily get their hands on something that seems harmless 
and tastes like candy. 
 
Mahalo, 
 
Marissa Powers, RDH 
Honolulu, Hawaii, 96815 
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Michael M. Contrades Testifying for Kauai 
Police Department 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

On behalf of Chief of Police Todd G. Raybuck, the Kauai Police Department supports 
SB2538.  
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Theresa Revell Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Honorable Senators:  

I strongly oppose SB2538. A flavor ban on eliquids will only further reduce our rights. 
Please vote against SB2538. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Theresa Revell 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

norma napalapalai Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am an adult and when I had a medical condition and was told to quit cigarettes, 
vamping was the alternative that brought my health conditions back to normal. I agree 
that youth should not be vamping and it should be restricted the same as alcohol and 
tobacco. To take away the rights of adults seems harsh and unfair. It is like any other 
prohibited item, somehow the kids will find a way to get it. If flavored vape liquids are 
banned then why not ban flavored cigars, candy liquor etc?? It is purely a choice of 
each individual. I have a teenager and she does not vape although she was curious but 
I talked to her and educated her on the harm it may cause. It is the parents 
responsibility to educate and monitor!!! 
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Kathleen Hagan Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

As a parent, nurse, and teacher, I am in SUPPORT of SB2538, the Flavored 
Tobacco Ban. We have an epidemic in youth vaping/e-cigarette use in Hawaii and 
statistics show that 81% of youth who vape say that they started with a flavored 
product. The sweet flavors- some of them locally themed like Maui Mango and 
Hawaiian POG and coming in deceptive packaging that looks like candy-  lure 
kids in, decrease perception of harm, and then they become addicted to nicotine. 
Menthol is another flavor popular with those trying tobacco for the first time due 
to its cooling properties. Furthermore, menthol has historically targeted 
vulnerable groups and is popular amongst Native Hawaiians and Pacific 
Islanders, making it a social justice issue as well as a public health one. The 
health risks of e-cigarettes are well documented as are the disruptions to classes 
and schools.  

I am concerned about the language criminalizing youth, as I feel the solution lies 
in preventing them from getting addicted in the first place, not by punishing them 
once they do become addicted. However, we have an opportunity to intervene in 
this unfolding public health crisis in Hawaii, and as the parent of a soon-to-be 11 
year-old starting middle school this Fall, there is no time to delay!  

Mahalo, 

Kathleen Hagan, MS, APRN, ANP-BC 
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Rayne Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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